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A REGIONAL SYMPOSIUM IN SHARJAH (UAE): 
”Protection of Cultural Heritage in Times of Crisis”
An international symposium on “Protection of Cultural Heritage in 
Times of Crisis” was organised by ICCROM ATHAR Regional 
Conservation Centre on 22-24 May, 2012, Sharjah. The purpose was 
to establish a regional framework to guide national policies for 
heritage protection in times of crisis in relation to planning, 
infrastructure, law and public awareness.
Relevant case studies were presented on topics such as threats and 
damage caused through war, intolerance, civil unrest, theft and 
illicit traffic of cultural artefacts. The objective is to understand how 
their impact on heritage might be minimized. 
WATCH was invited to contribute with a presentation of the War Free 
World Heritage Listed Cities project concrete example of early risk 
preparedness planning and application dossiers for enhanced 
protection under the Second Protocol of the Hague Convention.
This workshop therefore aimed to assess which type of cultural 
heritage has been damaged and the most vulnerable, to identify 
weaknesses in the current heritage protection systems (legislation, 
inadequate records, lack of manpower, emergency preparedness 
and physical protection), measures to recover damaged cultural 
heritage, roles to be played by governmental and non-governmental 
organisations to minimise damage to cultural heritage.
ICCROM Regional ATHAR Conservation Centre supports the review of 
existing national laws and assist to develop model legislation on 
conservation of cultural heritage in the region, including provisions 
for emergency planning; Recommend and advise on the 
establishment of mandatory GIS based inventories of all cultural 
assets on a national basis; Conduct courses and training modules 
for Risk Preparedness, Assessment and Emergency Planning to 
provide the means to protect cultural heritage in times of crisis.
The Symposium fully reached its objectives introducing 
recommendations regarding cultural heritage in times of crisis:
- to respect and observe the Hague Convention and its protocols as 
well as other relevant international conventions during these 
transitional times. 

did you know?
Chapter 3 - Second Protocol
to the 1954 Hague Convention

Art. 10 Enhanced protection
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Cultural property may be placed under 
enhanced protection provided that it 
meets the following three conditions:
 
a. it is cultural heritage of the greatest 
importance for humanity;

b. it is protected by adequate domestic 
legal and administrative measures 
recognising  its exceptional cultural and 
historic value and ensuring the highest 
level of protection;

c. it is not used for military purposes or 
to shield military sites and a declaration 
has been made by the Party which has 
control over the cultural property, 
confirming that it will not be so used.
 
Enhanced Protection, other articles: 

Art.11 Granting of enhanced protection,
Art.12 Immunity of cultural property under 
enhanced protection, 
Art.13 Loss of enhanced protection,  
Art.14 Suspension and cancellation of enhanced 
protection.
 
For further information about these articles: 
http://www.icrc.org/ihl.nsf/FULL/590?OpenDocument
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War Free WHL Cities presented at the conference

Scientific approach in the field of 
conservation and

 restoration of Movable Cultural Heritage

“ExChange for a challenge”

An international conference for the conclusion of the 
European Commision co-financed project ExChange 
was held in Turkey at the Kocaeli University on March 1-
3, 2012. 
WATCH (World Association for the Protection of Tangible 
and Intangible Cultural Heritage in times of conflicts) 
organised the ExChange for a challenge conference  in 
partnership with the grant beneficiary FOCUH (Friends 
of Cultural Heritage). The Faculty of Fine Arts and the 
Municipality of Korfez, were both involved together 
with the University Sapienza of Rome in the role of 
associate members in the project. 
Experts coming from 10 countries representing 
national and international research centres have 
gathered at the conference, including the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (AIEA), the International Centre 
for the Study and the Preservation and Restoration of 
the Cultural Property (ICCROM), the National Research 
Council (CNR, Italy), the National Research and 
Development Institute for Textiles and Leather (INCDTP, 
Romania). 
Also academic and professional conservation and 
restoration organizations were represented at the 
conference including: the Centre for the Sciences 
Applied to the Protection of the Environment and the 
Cultural Heritage (Italy), the Centre of Conservation 
and Restoration “Venaria Reale” (Italy), the Institute 
National du Patrimoine (INP, France), the Centre for 
Textile Conservation and Technical Art History (UK), the 

 

 

● Public awareness campaign: Byblos 
 Summer Festival 25th June – 25th July

● Public awareness campaign: in Mtskheta
 13th-14th October 2012
 

● International Workshop in Rome
 October 2012

● Presentation Risk Preparedness 
 Planning Methodology – Oct 2012 

● School children aged 14-17 awareness 
 Campaign - Autumn 2012  
 Lebanon & Georgia

What's next?
Most imminent project activities

- to implement and develop national inventories of all 
cultural assets, ideally using GIS starting at the local 
and district levels. Such inventories need to be 
compatible in order to ultimately develop regional 
database covering both movable and immovable 
heritage. 
- to document at the local level the impact of conflict 
and political transition on cultural heritage of the 
region. 
- to formulate local and national Risk Preparedness 
Plan.
- to build capacity of professionals, and where 
appropriate representatives of local communities, to 
assess, prepare for, and respond after crisis at all 
levels in a multidisciplinary approach. 
- to involve local communities in the decisional 
process.

Séminaire Regional Sur la Protection du 
Patrimoine Culturel - French cultural center 
in Beirut

Under the high patronage of UNESCO and the 
Lebanese Ministry of Culture, the French Embassy in 
Lebanon has organized a conference for Wednesday 6 
and Thursday 7 June. It was held at the French 
Institute and, at Université Saint-Joseph, Faculté des 
lettres et Sciences humaines. 
The featured conference explored questions and 
discussions on cultural heritage between professionals 
from the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) area to 
include but not limited to Saudi Arabia, Egypt, France, 
Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Palestinian Territories, Yemen. 
War Free World Heritage listed Cities, gained 
exceptional recognition by the organizers and Rachid 
Chamoun, Professor of the Lebanese American 
University, local project coordinator was invited to 
present the Project concept, structure and progress 
over two sessions for two consecutive days: In the first 
day of the conference and during session I entitled:  la 
protection du patrimoine en situation de cirise.   The 
lecture entitled : “Protection des villes historiques en 
cas de conflit  armé. “
In the second day, the project was presented part of 
session II entitled:  LES MOYENS JURIDIQUES: étude 
comparée et outils novateurs. Lecture entitled : Le 
droit régional en matière de patrimoine.

Rachid Chamoun, Professor at the Lebanese American University, 
Local Project Coordinator with the participants to the “Seminaire”. 
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WATCH contributed in structuring the contents of the 
entire conference proposing and discussing 
perspectives and scientific updating and upgrading on 
the above mentioned topics.
The scientific techniques presented were referred to 
the predictive models in use for the conservation of 
archaeological sites, the chemical identification of the 
textiles samples, the archaeometric measurements for 
the characterization of ceramics, the nuclear 
spectrometry for the study of cultural heritage.
During a session dedicated to “Risk management for 
the Protection of Movable Cultural Heritage”  Claudio 
Cimino, WATCH Secretary-General, presented the 
ongoing studies and researches in this field. The 
project War Free World Heritage Listed Cities funded by 
the EU within the framework of the CIUDAD 
programme, was described in details introducing the 
case studies of Byblos (Lebanon) and Mtskheta 
(Georgia) focusing on two Risk Preparedness Plans 
currently being formulated.
A representative from the Institute for Human and 
Social Sciences of the National Defence Academy of 
the Austrian Armed Forces, Markus Swittalek, delivered 
a speech on 'the role of the army within the risk 
management in times of crisis or emergencies for the 
movable cultural heritage: the liaison officer is the key 
actor to fulfil both needs of technicians and of military 
officers'. Normally they ignore each other tools of 
intervention and for this reason the correctness in 
communications becomes crucial to achieve the 
protection of cultural objects or historical buildings.
Finally, Aparna Tandon from ICCROM presented the 
case of Haiti after the earthquake emergency. She 
presented the field actions undertaken in the post-
recovery period. The documentation of items from the 
national museum and the on site training of experts 
were presented as relevant activities implemented.
The session was chaired by Cristina Menegazzi, former 
member of ICOM International office and member of 
the National Committee of the Blue Shield (France). 
She introduced the theme Disaster Risk Management 
for Movable Cultural Heritage, adapting definitions and 
clarifications to an audience mainly new to the topic. 
She also pointed out the weakness in terms of 
educational standards stressing on the need to include 
the topic within the academic curricula for both 
bachelor’s degrees and master’s degrees. In fact, until 
now few national or international graduate 
programmes are considering the risk management as a 
new core topic of study for the next generations. 

European Confederation of Conservator-Restorators' 
Organizations (ECCO, Int.) , National Institute of the 
Audiovisual (INA, France).
Furthermore, many restoration and conservation 
specialists from the Turkish Fine Arts Universities and 
Museums were invited to introduce the national 
framework of reference in terms of educational 
standards. These included the Mimar Sinan University, 
the Batman University, the Istanbul University, the Gazi 
University and the Museum of Anatolian Civilizations.
In addition to FOCUH and WATCH, the main promoters 
of the initiative, several other NGOs were invited to 
contribute at the Conference, including the Baltic 
Audiovisual Archival Council (BAAC, Int), Legambiente 
(Italy), Europa Nostra – (National committee, Turkey). 

The core themes of the ExChange project focusing on 
conservation and restoration of ceramics, textiles and 
audiovisual heritage were addressed at the conference 
with contributions from the invited participants who 
presented the latest experiences both individual and 
institutional in their  specific field of application, in 
order to raise a 360° awareness about the 
development registered in the sectors addressed by 
the project.
The conference was devised to enable the review of a 
wide range of educational systems currently in place in 
the field of conservation and restoration of movable 
cultural heritage according to seven strategic themes 
that were selected by the Scientific Committee, 
including:
1. Public Awareness about Audiovisual Art Works            
    Conservation; 
2. Science and Technology in Higher Education; 
3. Role of Research Institutions; 
4. Higher education systems in Restoration and              
    Conservation of Movable Heritage;
5. Employment, updating and upgrading in life long       
    learning;
6. Risk management for the Protection of Movable         
    Cultural Heritage;
7. NGOs and Institutions for Movable Cultural Heritage.

Participants to ExChange Conference, Kocaeli University. 

Today 936 sites are listed as 
patrimony of humanity, under 
the World Heritage Convention. 
Several among them are on 
danger and their protection 
must be a share duty.
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A new project with a regional dimension that will be 
implemented within the framework of the EC Eastern 
Partnership Culture Programme was presented on April 
25th at the National Parliamentary Library of Georgia.
The aim of the 'Regional Co-operation for the Cultural 
Heritage Development' project is to improve the 
heritage management environment to achieve a better 
governance in the heritage sector within the European 
Neighbouring Policy region by developing regional co-
operation, and to achieve the integration of Cultural 
Heritage into economic development and its 
sustainable protection in the region.  The project has 
four specific objectives including: the development of 
national policy for heritage; the promotion of capacity 
building  for stakeholders of the heritage sector aimed 
to enhance the role of cultural heritage in sustainable 
economic development; the promotion of the regional 
co-operation and exchange of experience within the 
region and between the region and the EU countries; 
the support of the civil society involvement in the 
planning and decision making processes.

A wide group will be targeted by this initiative including 
representatives of local authorities, heritage 
professionals, entrepreneurs, media representatives, 
tourism experts and many others who need 
enhancement of their competence. They will 
participate in workshops and exchange of good 
practice to improve communication and cooperation 
with one another to determine a new and improved 
sectoral environment. 
Heritage preservation institutions, specialised 
agencies, which often suffer from the lack of adequate 
resources and weak management systems will also 
benefit from the elaboration of Draft National Policy for 
Georgia and Ukraine, as well as, from capacity building 
activity through participation of their representatives in 
the planned activities. 
Several workshops will be organised and will address 
relevant issues including economics of conservation; 
conservation and cultural tourism; integrated 
conservation and management of cultural landscapes;

development and heritage; best  practices in heritage 
preservation, contributing to the promotion of the 
heritage potentials for the sustainable economic and 
social development and to mitigate the lasting 
prejudice – conservation versus development. Public 
awareness will be also promoted to reach the civil 
society, the youth and other social groups who have so 
far limited access to information.
The project will be implemented in Georgia, Ukraine 
and Armenia and it entails cooperation within all six 
countries of the ENP region. The ICOMOS committee of 
Georgia is the Leading partner and the other project 
partners are: ICOMOS Armenia, Ltd. Architectura I 
Prestizh (Ukraine) and the Norwegian Directorate for 
Cultural Heritage.  Associate partners are the Caucasus 
Environmental NGO Network (CENN), the “Erebuni” 
Historical & Archaeological Museum-Reserve (Armenia) 
and the Institute of Monuments Protection Research 
(Ukraine). The Polish Embassy in Tbilisi and the British 
Council also support the project.
CIUDAD War Free World Heritage Listed Cities project 
local Coordinator in Georgia - Mrs Nino Chanishvili was 
invited to attend the presentation of this new initiative 
as some level of cooperation between the two projects 
is envisaged at the level of information and 
communication as well as  of exchange of experience. 
A type of interaction that aims to maximise the impact 
of the two EC funded projects and especially to cross 
fertilise the entities involved in their implementation. 
An added value that apart from being appreciated in 
economic terms, will also help to increase the 
sustainability and outreach of those projects towards 
both the specialised and the general public.

Presentation of the project “Regional 
Cooperation for the Cultural Heritage 
Development” (Tbilisi, Georgia)

Participants to the Presentation of the Project, Tblisi.

As you read, sites of 
the World Heritage list 
are being destroyed. 
Could we make anything 
to stop this to happen?  
 

Seasonal greetings to all the readers


	Pagina 1
	Pagina 2
	Pagina 3
	Pagina 4

